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Preface

The workshop. The Nineteenth Annual Workshop in Geometric
Topology was held at Calvin College, in Grand Rapids, Michigan, on
June 13–15, 2002. A list of the participants may be found elsewhere in
these proceedings.

The principal speaker for the workshop was Professor Alexander
Dranishnikov of the University of Florida. Professor Dranishnikov pre-
sented a series of three one-hour lectures titled “Dimension Theory:
local and global.” A written transcript of those talks is included in
these proceedings. In addition, Professor Jerzy Dydak of the Univer-
sity of Tennessee gave an invited one-hour talk on a related topic. His
title was “The algebra of dimension theory.”

As always, the workshop included a number of shorter contributed
talks by participants and concluded with a problem session. Summaries
of several of the contributed talks are included in these proceedings as
is a summary of the problems discussed at the problem session.

The special session. Robert J. Daverman has been closely associ-
ated with the Workshops in Geometric Topology since their inception.
He has also played an important role in the mathematical development
of the individual organizers of the series. In recognition of Daverman’s
many contributions, and on the occasion of his 60th birthday, the or-
ganizers planned a special session in his honor. The special session was
held after the conclusion of the regular workshop and took place on
Saturday, June 15. The following mathematicians gave one-hour talks
at the special session; John Bryant, James Cannon, Craig Guilbault,
and William Jaco. There was a dinner in Bob’s honor on Saturday
evening. The dinner was held in the Hauenstein and Pfeiffer Rooms at
the Frederik Meijer Gardens.

Support. The workshop received its primary financial support from
the National Science Foundation under grant number DMS-0104325.
In addition, Calvin College provided support for the workshop and the
University of Tennessee supported the special session on Saturday.
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Organizers. The workshops are organized by Fredric Ancel, Uni-
versity of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; Dennis Garity, Oregon State Univer-
sity; Craig Guilbault, University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee; Frederick
Tinsley, Colorado College; Gerard Venema, Calvin College; and David
Wright, Brigham Young University. The organizers serve as editors of
these proceedings.

History of the Workshops in Geometric Topology

Year Workshop Location Principal Speaker
2003 Park City, Utah (BYU) Martin Bridson
2002 Calvin College Alexander Dranishnikov
2001 Oregon State University Abigail Thompson
2000 Colorado College Robert Gompf
1999 University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Robert Edwards
1998 Park City Utah (BYU) Steve Ferry
1997 Oregon State University James Cannon
1996 Colorado College Michael Freedman
1995 University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Shmuel Weinberger
1994 Brigham Young University Michael Davis
1993 Newport, Oregon (OSU) John Bryant
1992 Colorado College Mladen Bestvina
1991 University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee Andrew Casson
1990 Oregon State University Robert Daverman
1989 Brigham Young University John Luecke
1988 Colorado College John Hempel
1987 Oregon State University Robert Edwards
1986 Colorado College John Walsh
1985 Colorado College Robert Daverman
1984 Brigham Young University none
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